AN  EXERCISE  IN  DIPLOMACY

he will not now leave the advantage which percase he shall
allege he hath of his adversary; to the first part ye shall say,
that ye marvel much, that seeing we have once so friendly offered
to travail between him and the French King therein, he should
choose any man before us to have the doing of it. Ye may oi
yourself say that he could not in Christendom have chosen an
arbiter of such honour as we be, ne one to whom he hath more
cause to show' all gratuity and kindness that he could imagine,
than to us. And ye shall say, that being in that place there
that ye be, it is much to your discomfort to see that we should
find so litde friendship and tokens of love at his hands, for whom
we have done so much, that ye think, under his pardon to speak
frankly to him, he should omit none occasion wherein he might
seem to have our great love and affection heretofore declared
unto him, in remembrance, and that when ye were appointed to
come thither, though ye knew that he had been so moved by
affection to his parentage that he had not in our most just pro-
ceedings touching our matter of marriage showed that corres-
pondence of love that our merits towards him had deserved, yet
ye thought and verily trusted that the cause of his affection
therein being removed, he would now by all means have travailed
so to revive and quicken the amity that hath been between him
and us as ye should have had a pleasant office; the doing whereof,
in your opinion, should be much to his honour, and all things
well considered, nothing to his disadvantage, if he would justly
weigh whether we or the Bishop of Rome may stand him in
better stead.

And if he shall answer that he will not grow to any peace,
nor leave the advantage as is aforesaid that percase he shall
allege that he hath at this present, ye shall thereunto lay before
his eyes the manifold mischiefs and inconveniences of the war,
with the uncertainty of the victory; and thereupon of yourself
dissuade him from extremity therein, and advise him rather to
temper his affections, having so honourable an overture made unto
him for the mediation of the peace as this is, than to dwell in
that which may bring forth in die end repentance: requiring you
to set forth this matter with all your wisdom and dexterity, and
in the same so tp observe the answers of the Emperor, and pf